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kind such as the one alluded to above, which covers 
only the highly important fields of jurisprudence and 
of international relations on their governmental side. 
The surpassingly important task on which these special- 
ists of many kinds are engaged while the peoples of the 
world watch has enlisted the best intellects of the time. 
Some of the delegates, advisers and onlookers are of a 
sort that have been present at such conferences from the 
dawn of history. Others come to the Paris Conference 
as pioneers. They, as well as the jurists, need to inter- 
nationalize for permanent consultation and action. 



WILLIAM LADD 



In at least two of the leading journals of the United 
States there have appeared during the past month 
elaborate summaries of the history of the evolution of 
the concept of an international organization to promote 
the welfare of a law-governed world. In them no men- 
tion has been made of William Ladd, author of "An 
Essay on a Congress of Nations for the Adjustment of 
International Disputes Without Eesort to Arms," which 
was published in 1840, at a time when Mr. Ladd was an 
official of the American Peace Society and editor of its 
official journal. The same indictment of omission must 
be brought against a book just published, entitled, "Na- 
tional Governments and the World War," written by 
professors in two leading American universities, and in 
which the part played by European jurists and publi- 
cists is fully stated. 

Now, it is partially if not wholly forgivable when 
European interpreters of the historic movement for 
abolition of war fail to note the pioneering work of 
William Ladd, but not so when his own countrymen are 
concerned, and especially since it has come to pass that 
during the past seventy-five years the United States has 
played a major role in constructive international action, 
culminating in the present weight of her idealism and 
political and economic power, as her spokesmen shape 
the record now being made in Paris. 

In the light of what already has been tentatively 
agreed upon by the Peace Conference it would repay 
any person who has a sense of "historicity" and who is 
given to studies in comparative jurisprudence to take 
the prize-winning essay of 1840, which Ladd wrote, and 
see how far, both in principle and in detail, he heralded 
the coming day. Such an investigator will be repaid 
as well as surprised. 

The Congress of Nations which he desired to see 
brought into being and functioning was not to conceive 
itself to be concerned with insurrections, revolutions, or 
contending factions of peoples or princes, or with forms 
of government, but with the intercourse of nations in 



peace and in war. Eights of belligerents toward each 
other were to be defined, as were the rights of neutrals. 
Agreement was to be had "on measures of utility to 
mankind in a state of peace," that is to say, a broad 
social and economic platform was to be laid for race 
betterment. Lastly, a court of nations was to be cre- 
ated, which would settle disputes according to the code 
of international relations defined by the congress. 

Thus spake the man of vision. As a Yankee, shrewd 
and practical, he added : 

"That this attempt at a Congress of Nations, or even 
a dozen more, should prove abortive on account of de- 
fects in their machinery or materials, ought not to dis- 
courage us, any more than the dozen incipient attempts 
at a steamboat, which proved abortive for similar rea- 
sons, should have discouraged Fulton. Every failure 
throws new light on this subject, which is founded in 
the principles of truth and equity. Some monarch, 
president, or statesman — some moral Fulton, as great in 
ethics as he was in physics, will yet arise, and complete 
this great moral machine, so as to make it practically 
useful, but improvable by coming generations. Before 
the fame of such a man your Caesars, Alexanders, and 
Napoleons, will hide their diminished heads, as the 
twinkling stars of night fade away before the glory of 
the full-orbed king of day." 



REPARATION AND ART 

Action taken by the Academie des Beaux Arts of 
France and the Conseil Superieur des Beaux Arts 
of Belgium may force upon the Peace Commissioners at 
Paris settlement of an issue which the Italian govern- 
ment previously had raised by its insistence that Ger- 
many and Austria make good, so far as possible, the 
damage done in Venice to works of art, payment to be 
made in kind. What the French and Belgian art au- 
thorities request is that part of the general policy of 
reparation shall be a concession to the plundered na- 
tions, and to this effect; not only must works of art 
taken out of France and Belgium be restored when they 
can be, but in addition, France and Belgium must be 
allowed to take from German collections the equiva- 
lents in value of works of art destroyed during the 
recent Hun invasion. Broadly speaking, this demand 
already has had the formal backing of American and 
British art organizations, and it may be said with truth 
that so far as a majority of the artists and lovers of art 
of the nations that defeated Germany are concerned, 
they stand back of this appeal to the Commissioners. 

Scrutiny of the history of acquisition of many of the 
choicest possessions in British and French national col- 
lections would disclose facts not altogether creditable 



